Additional Notes on Safety Resources
Don’t Be Electricked
KS1

Activity summary: 
Pretending that they are electrical safety inspectors, students must sort items into safe or unsafe, discussing why they have chosen to do so.
Clarify that just because an item is being sold second hand online doesn’t make it inherently unsafe, but there are other checks you must do when you receive the item to make sure it is safe to use and in good condition.

Learning objectives: 
To learn what can make items safe or unsafe and why. How to identify items that are likely to be unsafe and what to do.

Answers:
Ebay – hairdryer - safe
Ebay is a certified site for buying and selling goods which makes this seem safe, although you still don’t know the person who is selling it themselves. The seller has 100% positive feedback which makes it seem like the item will be of good quality and there is nothing dangerous looking in the picture e.g. broken wires, cracked plastic. It is worth asking the seller if there is any warranty or instructions that come with it, or if they still have the original packaging, all of these things would make it safer.
It seems safe, however when purchased it will need to be checked and tested by an adult to make sure it is ok before using. It is important to make sure it is clean, that there is no hair, dust or debris caught in it that could get hot and cause a hazard.

Vinted – laptop charger – safe 
Vinted is a site used for buying and selling second hand items. The item is listed as ‘very good’ so it should be in good condition for a second hand item, however, it is worth remembering people choose how to rate their item so this cannot always be trusted. It is worth asking the seller if there is any warranty or instructions that come with it, or if they still have the original packaging, all of these things would make it safer and to check reviews left by other people, particularly of other electrical items if they’ve sold them previously.
It looks to be in good condition, e.g. no broken wires, cracked plastic but will again need to be checked and tested by an adult before using. It is important to make sure that it doesn’t get too hot when using, if it does, it is unsafe to use.

Tik-Tok – eBike - unsafe
Tik-Tok isn’t a site items are usually sold on so this immediately makes it unsafe.
The fact that is has been ‘modified for increased speed’ is a danger because the electrical components have been tampered with by an unknown person. This would not only void any warranty but could pose a danger due to dangerous modifications that aren’t done by someone qualified to perform maintenance on an eBike. The increased speed itself is also a danger as there are speed limits applied to eBikes in the UK.
In the UK to be considered an eBike, bikes cannot exceed 250W, or 15.5 mph (25kph). Anything above this, as well as eBikes that can be propelled without pedalling, are legally treated as mopeds or motorcycles, where a licence, registration, tax, and insurance will be required. Any primary school pupil would be too young to legally have one.
The instructions are not included also makes it unsafe as there is no way of knowing how the eBike is meant to be properly and safely used. This would be a very dangerous item.

Argos – PlayStation console – safe
Argos is a retailer of electrical goods so any items they sell will have been checked by electrical safety inspectors prior to sale.
It should come with a warranty and instructions so is safe but check this before purchasing, ask an adult for help. Make sure an adult still helps you to set it up though as it could be unsafe it done wrong and will involve plugging it in to sockets which can be dangerous.

Currys – Printer – safe
Currys is also a retailer of electrical goods so any items they sell will have been checked by electrical safety inspectors prior to sale.
It should come with a warranty and instructions so is safe but check this before purchasing, ask an adult for help. Make sure an adult still helps you to set it up though as it could be unsafe it done wrong and will involve plugging it in to sockets which can be dangerous.

Amazon – Electrical scooter – safe
Amazon is also a retailer of electrical goods however it supports a range of independent sellers so it is worth checking information and reviews from the retailer you are purchasing from. Check that is comes with a warranty and instructions.
Make sure an adult still helps you to set it up though as it could be unsafe it done wrong and will involve plugging it in to sockets which can be dangerous. It is worth noting that the bike is advertised for adults and teens so while it could be safe, it is not safe for primary school children to ride it.

Facebook – Charger – unsafe
Facebook does have a second hand marketplace to buy and sell from which isn’t inherently unsafe, however for the item listed the cord is broken and wires are exposed which makes this very dangerous and would likely electrocute someone or start a fire. This item is very unsafe. It is also listed as a bargain, so any items similar to this (but not obviously dangerous) it is also worth asking the question why is it so cheap even if it looks safe on the outside?

ASDA – Electric can opener – safe
ASDA is a retailer of electrical goods so any items they sell will have been checked by electrical safety inspectors prior to sale.
It should come with a warranty and instructions so is safe but check this before purchasing, ask an adult for help. Make sure an adult still helps you to set it up though as it could be unsafe it done wrong and will involve plugging it in to sockets which can be dangerous.

Vacuum cleaner – safe (probably)
The item here is unopened in its original packaging so it likely to be safe, it clearly comes from a retailer and is being sold on. However, because the seller isn’t listed it is still worth checking who the original retailer is – this can be done by searching the item or barcode online and checking the information for it. 
If purchased, still get an adult to check it before use and to help with any set up.



ASDA – toaster – safe
ASDA is a retailer of electrical goods so any items they sell will have been checked by electrical safety inspectors prior to sale.
It comes with a 2 year warranty and but check there are also instructions to know it is safe. Make sure an adult still helps you to set it up though as it could be unsafe it done wrong and will involve plugging it in to sockets which can be dangerous.
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